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Policy

EMERGENCY REMOTE INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

In the event the school district is required to close a school or the schools of the district for more than three
consecutive school days due to a declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency, or a
directive by the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, the district will
move to a Remote Learning Plan on the day or days the school(s) is closed. Such Remote Learning Plan
shall provide options for remote learning that:

A. Prioritize the health, safety, and wellness of students and staff;

B. Maintain the continuity of learning;

C. Facilitate equity and ease of access to resources and modes of communication;
D. Flexibly accommodate the needs and varying circumstances of all learners;

E. Consider input from administrators, educators, students, parents/guardians, board members and other
community members in the analysis and planning cycle when and where appropriate.

The length of the school day during times when a Remote Learning Plan is in place shall be in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 6A:32-8.3, stating that a school day shall consist of not less than four hours, except that one
continuous session of two and one-half hours may be considered a full day in kindergarten.

In the event the State or local health department determines it is advisable to close or mandates closure of a
school or the schools of the district due to a declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency
or a directive by the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, the
Superintendent shall have the authority to implement the school district's program of virtual or remote
instruction. The Superintendent shall ensure that students, parents/guardians, staff members/contractors, and
the Board are informed promptly of the Superintendent’s decision.

Nothing in N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9 or this Policy shall be construed to limit, supersede or preempt rights,
privileges, compensation, remedies and procedures afforded to public employees or a collective bargaining
unit under federal or State law or any provision of a collective bargaining agreement entered into by the
school district.

In the event of the closure of a school or the schools of the district due to a declared state of emergency,
declared public health emergency or a directive by the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public
health-related closure for a period longer than three consecutive school days, the district shall continue to
provide any compensation, benefits, and emoluments to employees, contracted services providers, and
providers under any shared services agreement and cooperative contracts entered into with any other public
entity, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9(e)(1) through (4).

The provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9(e)(1) through (4) shall not apply to any employee whose weekly hours of
work are reduced and to whom unemployment benefits are provided for the lost hours of work pursuant to an
approved shared work program pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 43:21-20 et seq. A contracted service
provider, educational services commission, county special services school district, or jointure commission with
which the district has entered into a contract to provide services pursuant to a shared work program shall
notify the district of its intent to reduce the hours of work of its employees. Notwithstanding the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9(e)(3) or (4), if the employer with whom the district is in contract reduces the amount that it
pays to its employees providing services to the district pursuant to an approved shared work program, and
that reduction is the result of a reduction of work hours of those employees, then the amount paid by the
district to the employer shall be reduced by the same amount.



REMOTE LEARNING (continued)
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This Policy may be revised as necessary by the Superintendent in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9 and/or
other applicable law or guidance. The school district's emergency virtual or remote instruction program shall
be available on the school district’s website.
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